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2009 Property Value Estimates

| Catergory 2008 CERTIFIED VALUE [2009 ESTIMATED VALUE |PERCENT CHANGE
Single Family Residences 436,259,766 431,881,639 -0.010
Farm & Ranch 391,651,140 402,166,983 0.027
Commercial Real 107,620,450 112,912,620 0.049
Industrial Real 44,304,100 48,304,390 0.090
Qil & Gas Property 350,213,136 302,393,563 -0.137
Personal Property 301,628,280 287,798,020 -0.046
Mobile Homes 12,708,670 13,559,710 0.067
** Before Exemptions have been applied

JURISDICTION 2008 CERTIFIED VALUE {2009 ESTIMATED VALUE | PERCENT CHANGE
COLORADO COUNTY 1,659,490,327 1,578,921,948 -0.049
COLUMBUS ISD 653,593,695 598,454,955 -0.084
RICE CONSOLIDATED ISD 611,569,674 582,610,390 -0.047
WEIMAR ISD 217,768,701 215,416,748 -0.011
CITY OF COLUMBUS 220,381,289 218,789,676 -0.007
CITY OF EAGLE LAKE 85,142,267 82,392,479 -0.032
CITY OF WEIMAR 107,586,056 105,383,659 -0.020

Killer Bee Threat Said Overblown
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were not scientifically tested and
the conclusions are based entirely
on observations by Hunt.

Further testing would be need-
ed to determine if the bees were,
in fact, Africanized “killer” bees.

Hunt reported a separate
instance in Hallettsville where
the bees he encountered were
extremely aggressive and more
likely Africanized.

“We were 60 to 70 yards away
from the hive and we still had bees
attacking us.

“I would definitely say they
were Africanized.”

Hunt said he does not scien-
tifically test the bees, but only
makes inferences from what he
observes on how the bees behave
and react.

However, even testing bees
to find if they are Africanized is a
difficult business.

Lisa Bradley, a research as-
sistant with Texas AgriLife, op-
erates a lab that conducts tests
on bees to determine if they are
Africanized. ,

“Testing bees takes about two
to three hours and involves 23 dif-
ferent measurements on 10 sepa-
rate bees,” explained Bradley.

“These measurements are
then used to determine if the bees
have European traits, Africanized
traits, or a hybrid of traits.”

Cole, who was charged with
compiling the educational mate-
rial regarding Africanized bees
in 1991, cautioned the public from
panicking.

Cole explained that any Af-
ricanized colonies have become

much smaller, more diluted, and
less aggressive.

“Killer bees are not a continu-
ous threat,” explained Cole.

“They aren’t waiting con-
stantly for somebody to drive by
to attack.”

Cole went on to say that since
the bees were bred to live in tropi-
cal regions, there is little fear of
them migrating in large numbers
to this area.

“People should be no more
alarmed about Africanized bees
as they are regular bees.”

Cole did, however, caution
that people should still be careful
around bees, especially if they are
hypersensitive or allergic.

“Any bee colony can be dan-
gerous regardless of whether or
not it’s Africanized or European.

Hunt cautioned the public,
warning that the warmer it gets,
bees become more active and
more aggressive.

According to Paul W. Jackson,
Chief Apiary Inspector at Texas
A&M University, bees are most
dangerous during brooding sea-
son, the time when the eggs in a
hive begin hatching.

“When bees are in swarming
season, they are, as a rule very
gentle,” said Jackson.

“They coat their legs in pollen
and they all fly together looking
for a new home.”

“During brooding season, the
bees get very defensive and ter-
ritorial and perceive any nearby
animals as threats.”

“To bees, a human is just an-
other animal.”

Jackson also explained that
bees will most often build hives
in tree limbs or in the hollow of
a tree.

If the hive outgrows its original
location, then it may move to a
man-made structure such as a
barn or under the eaves of a house
or in the attic of a house.

“Many people will not notice
that there is a bee colony in their
house until long after the bees
move in,” said Jackson.

Jackson also explained that
it’s difficult for people to protect
themselves from bees and should
instead take care of any colonies
before they become an issue.

In regards to what a person
should do if they find a nest in or
near their house, Jackson said,
“Call the exterminator.”

While many fear that the bee
population is in rapid decline, lo-
cal bee experts claim that popula-
tion decline is not a major problem
in Texas. :

In addition to that, Jackson
said “I'd rather lose some bees
than not have them properly re-
moved and then have a child play
too close to them and get stung”

However, if a person notices a-

new colony that they are very cer-
tain just moved in, then Jackson
suggests that then it is appropri-
ate to call a beekeeper.

Jackson also predicted a sting-
ing problem for November with
the advent of deer season.

“People are going to be dis-
turbing colonies that have built
up in deer feeders and deer blinds
and are going to be stung.”

Restaurant 8' Gatenng Company
979-834-3071

Breakfast Specials
Mon-Sat From 6:30 - 9:30 a.m.

3 Eggs w/ hash browns,

meat, toast

2 Tacos W/ egg and meat
Short Stack w/ 2 eggs any
style, bacon or sausage
Short Stack w/ bacon
LIMITED TIME ONLY

$4.99
$3.49

$7.49
$5.49

201 Boothe Drive » Eagle Lake

News for Southern Colorado County, Texas — The Eagle Lake Headlight

The home of Mrs. Lmda Connor at 706 Cemetery is the July Yard of the Month

July Yard

By Patty Holloway

The Yard of the Month for July
was again suggested by a Garden
Club member. I really appreciate
these suggestions.

This home at 706 Cemetery is
plain and simple and immaculate-
ly maintained and this is where
you will find the July Yard of the
Month sign.

. Mrs. Linda Connor lives with
her daughter and her 2 2 year old
grandson.

For 16 % years Mrs. Connor
has been a security officer at BAE
but right now she is on sick leave,
so her brother helps with the yard.
I'was admiring the vincas that are
planted around the yard and Mrs.
Connor said that she had gotten
yard of the month three years ago
when she lived on State Street and
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had vincas lining the sidewalkup this shows that you do bloom
to her front door. where you are planted - in more
Keep up the good work and ways than one.
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and Pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church in Houston will be
the guest speaker. A program will follow with a BBQ luncheon and
the signing of Sidney Struss’s fourth historical book publication, The
First Presbyterian Church of Eagle Lake - 100 Years. Only those books
bought at the church will have a discounted pre-release price. Help
spread the word and make this a grand homecoming for our church! If
you have any questions, please contact Mike Cooper at 979-234-2937.

Little Raider football camp July 27-29

Little Raider youth football camp will be held July 27-29 from 9-11 a.m.
atthe Eagle Lake Elementary School. Contact Coach Brad Dumont at
361-772-6995 or Nick Shorter at 713-363-4198 for more information.

3 Agrzcultural Research and Expe‘nment Station, Eagle Lake
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ON ALL FARMALL TRACTORS

A FREE LOADER

VALUE UP T0 $6,000

With models ranging from 31 to 105 hp, there’s a Farmall for every chore, from hauling and mowing to loading
and towing, right down through that last item on your to-do list, Selecting one for your needs is easy. Choosing
between offers, however, is not so easy. Of course, if you buy.the matching loader and finance the entire package at
0%, who says you have to choose at all? Come in today to select your-Farmall and take advantage of these great offers!

GET IN TO SEE US TODAY!

OFFER ENDS JULY 31, 2009.

HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO.

www.hlavinka.com
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Rosenberg » 3709 Hwy. 59 South » 281-343-5527
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